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From Monday, January 19th, 1981 NBC NEWS Reports on the pending release of the 52 American 
Hostages in Iran which by this date had been held for 443 days. 
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finished sending the medical examination film there would be no more satellite pictures sent from tehran 
today another way of saying that we're not going to see the hostages being released the state department 
has been critically involved in all of this and probably has some concern now to find out let's switch to 
bernard cal at the state department lloyd there's a report that the central bank of iran has not yet given 
authorization to the bank of england to set up an escrow account that would be the iranian count account in 
the bank of england in which the frozen iranian assets would be deposited and this is a critical element in the 
whole cycle of developments that would lead to the release of the hostages this is not i repeat not regarded 
as a serious matter it is a technical snafu presumably uh not calculatedly done but apparently as a result of 
an oversight or whatever on the part of the iranians and until this escrow account in the name of iran is set 
up in the bank of england you are missing one step in the mechanism in the series of developments that lead 
to the triggering of the release of the hostages so there is that one glitch so to speak just as i was racing 
through the state department corridor to take this very position here lloyd uh some of my colleagues were 
saying that there was now a report that the hostages would be released would be leaving iran at 1 p.m that's 
about what a little over two hours from now i cannot confirm that that was the shout down the hallway as i 
race down here lloyd thank you very much that's more of a shout than we've had we do have some more film 
in from duran so let's switch back to george lewis in washington we believe we have pictures of at least three 
more hostages now as we watch this satellite feed coming in from tehran that's elizabeth ann swift one of the 
two women being held she and her roommate katherine kobe last appeared in the film that was released 
over the christmas holidays both women said they were doing fine 
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were doing fine elizabeth swift from washington d.c she goes by her middle name anne the two women refer 
to each other as ann and kate and they've said repeatedly that the relationship they've built up over their 
period of time in captivity has sustained them as has their religious faith miss swift had really has her 
appearance has not changed over the months as we've seen her in various uh film and videotape clips 
released by the militants in the embassy and the other places where the hostages were photographed these 
pictures we were told were taken this morning as a team of doctors examined the hostages prior to their 
departure now back to lloyd dobbins in new york thank you george to find out what's going on at the white 
house let's quickly cut to judy woodruff judy well by piecing together conversations that i've had over the last 
few hours both with white house officials and frankly with other reporters because we do talk to each other in 
this business it does appear as bernard kell was saying earlier that there that there has been a hitch it may 
be temporary but we do understand that the iranians have so far not authorized the bank of england to set up 
that escrow account i have also heard in the last few minutes that a member of the hostage a family member 
one of the hostages is saying that that they don't believe they're beginning to doubt that the hostages can 


actually be flown out of tehran today it is already dark as i understand it or about to be dark in in tehran there 
is a danger in flying at night because of the iran-iraq war and the chances grow less and less that they would 
want to leave that they would want to fly tonight if that is the case it would preclude 
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if that is the case it would preclude president carter from flying to germany to meet them and still be able to 
return to washington in time for his inauguration which as we said earlier officials here have said he would 
absolutely under no circumstances miss his his plans uh his contingency plans had been to go to west 
germany only with the understanding that he could be back here in time to see ronald reagan sworn in as his 
successor but now we see that there may be some difficulties developing we're waiting we're watching we do 
know that the white house former white house legal counsel lloyd cutler who has been an adviser to the 
president over the past few days in the hostage situation and white house former white house chief of staff 
hamilton jordan have been talking with jody powell the press secretary we don't know yet frankly what is 
going on we only know that we are told to stand by and wait lloyd we are all becoming very good at standing 
by and waiting we at nbc will be standing by and waiting all day long until there is some conclusion to this as 
we get information we will pass it on to you this is what we know so far almost nothing except there has been 
some sort of a hitch in the financial arrangement and remember we think of this as a hostage release the 
iranians think of it as a financial deal and until the finances are straight i'm sure nothing much more is going 
to happen lloyd dobbins nbc news new york this has been a special report from nbc news we now rejoin our 
regularly scheduled program already in progress this is a special report from nbc news here is correspondent 
lloyd dobbins in new york there are two reports at this hour one is from reuters saying the hostages have 
definitely gone to the airport the other and the far more interesting is the french press agency is reporting in 
paris that the two airplanes with the hostages aboard have left tehran we have not been able 
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have left tehran we have not been able to confirm that but the french press agency is known to have 
excellent contacts in iran and they say the hostages have left as soon as we can get it confirmed we will let 
you know lloyd dobbins nbc news new york we have still not been able to confirm this but the french press 
agency reports that the american hostages have taken off from mehrabad airport in tehran reuters the british 
press agency reported earlier that the american hostages had been taken to the airport but as of this 
moment those are reports from foreign press agencies that we have not not been able to confirm the only 
thing we know for sure is that this morning iranian television released some film of nine of the 52 hostages 
getting their medical examination and we have been able to identify all nine it came out this morning and 
looks like this the first is john mckeel jr a marine sergeant from texas philip ward a telecommunications 
officer from virginia elizabeth swift political officer from the district of columbia one of two women stephen 
kirkley a marine sergeant from arkansas william keough jr a school superintendent from massachusetts 
charles jones the only black a communications officer from michigan stephen lauterbach administrative 
maintenance from ohio william royer international communications officer from texas and barry rosen in the 
center the press attache he is from brooklyn the scene of all of this as far as the united states is concerned is 
in washington judy woodruff has been 
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is in washington judy woodruff has been covering the white house through the night and let's go to her judy 
lord we don't seem to have any more confirmation here of what has happened in tehran than you have had 
other than those foreign press reports that you mentioned a minute ago what we do know and i as a matter 
of fact i just heard a a report on nbc radio from fred kennedy a reporter in london he had been on the 
telephone with someone in tehran who was less than a mile from uh the iranian from the tehran marabad 
airport who said that the passengers were preparing to board the aircraft passengers apparently referring to 
the hostages that is the only report that i can that i can say is has has come in here in the last few minutes 
that we haven't had a chance to check with white house officials officials have been knocking down have 


been saying they have neither able to confirm or deny the other reports that we have been hearing as you 
know the president made the statement 5 am this morning washington time that an agreement had been 
reached but because other documents remained to be signed that he could not announce finally that 
finances would be that funds would be transferred that the hostages would be released yet he said he would 
have nothing further to say until those actions were taken and the final release was set in motion everyone of 
course is wondering whether there's still time for mr carter to fly to west germany to greet the hostages after 
they're released we have no way of knowing judy whether he will go or not we do know that he must leave by 
two o'clock this afternoon in order to be back for the inauguration tomorrow judy let me interrupt you for just a 
moment thank you for that the turkish government into whose air split into whose air space the algerian 
planes would fly has denied that the two planes have taken off from mirabad airport so apparently the french 
press agency was a little premature also from the two other reports nbc radio and reuters 


00:10:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=M64-4cfspEl&t=601s 





radio and reuters it would appear that the hostages are at the airport there is an eight and a half hour time 
difference between new york and iran so it's now right at 8 30 their time that airport is a 24-hour airport it can 
stay open all day they simply don't like to take off at night that doesn't mean they can't okay and one other 
thing the man we have identified as william royer is in fact a hostage named engelman as more happens we 
will bring it to you through the day roy dobbins nbc news new york this has been a special report from nbc 
news we now rejoin our regularly scheduled program already in progress the hitch involves banking the 
transaction by which iran was to have set up a special account with the bank of england to which some of its 
assets frozen in this country were to have been transferred once the banking arrangements were in place the 
hostages were to have been freed here in washington officials have been waiting all day for word that the 
hostages were at last airborne judy woodruff has that story at the white house it appears all but certain now 
bob that the president will not have time to go to west germany to greet the hostages in time to be able to 
return to washington for the inauguration in fact i have been told that he has thought since early this morning 
mr carter has thought that he wouldn't have time that arrangements could not be made sufficiently in time for 
him to get to wii spot in west germany and return in time for tomorrow's ceremony i'm also told that plans are 
underway for a party here tonight hosted by the carters for members of the cabinet and the senior white 
house staff however i have also been told by advisers to president-elect reagan that they may ask mr carter 
to go to west germany later now back to you bob in spite of the delay in the release of the hostages the state 
department urges calm and discourages speculation about what may have gone wrong bernard calb has that 
part of the story very much so bob the accent here is very much on the positive the state department 
spokesman today 
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department spokesman today said there is no delay whatever it was he was not calling it a delay he said it 
was not a problem but a process a complex complicated process the problem though so far as reporters 
were concerned was that the spokesman would not identify the process at all other than to say again and 
again that it was complex and complicated in other words the various questions that were being raised here 
were left unanswered in the view of many reporters the emphasis here on the positive back to you it's still 
possible that the hostages could be released today but it's night now in tehran and planes do not normally 
take off from the tehran airport after dark there is confusion about exactly where the hostages are there have 
been conflicting reports one source says they are at the airport another says no bob abernathy nbc news 
washington this has been an nbc news iran hostage update from washington confirmed a report that nbc 
news had recently earlier this afternoon and that is that president carter will not be traveling to west germany 
today to greet the american hostages upon their release from iran repeat the president carter will not be 
traveling to west germany there will not be time press secretary jody powell said for mr carter to go to west 
germany and return to washington in order for him to make tomorrow's inaugural ceremonies mr powell was 
not specific about what problems remain but he said there remained differences between the united states 
and iran over how to implement the agreement that both countries have signed this morning the agreement 


that we were told in the wee hours of the morning had been signed in algiers signatures both in algiers and in 
tehran the president has informed president-elect reagan of this development and we are told that mr reagan 
in turn has asked president carter to serve as his emissary when the hostages are released to 
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when the hostages are released to service his emissary to go to west germany or wherever uh to be the 
official uh greet or greeter for the united states government again we don't know the specifics we simply 
know that there has been a snag we believe it involves the transfer of finances the transfer of funds from 
united states and the accounts of the united states into iranian accounts but we know very few of the 
specifics one other element in this we are told that if this process is completed if the hostages are released 
before president reagan takes office tomorrow he will be committed to carry it out and to give iran all the 
money that it will be getting but if the process is not completed he could start all over again once again judy 
woodruff reporting for nbc news from the white house this has been an nbc news iran hostage update from 
washington chief washington correspondent roger mudd good evening the american hostages are still in 
captivity in iran tonight even though an agreement giving them freedom was reached earlier today a few 
hours ago the iranians began complaining about an appendix to the agreement which was reached and 
signed earlier today on release of the hostages an appendix dealing with banking claims the chief hostage 
negotiator in tehran calls the appendix an underhanded maneuver to delay a solution in washington this 
produced puzzlement here are two reports in the lobby of the state department secretary muskie confirmed 
that there is a problem and that negotiations are still going on to clear it up it's the last document that you 
must compose in such a way as to eliminate the final difficulty and i think my impression is that it is managing 
the basic agreement is still sound still 
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the basic agreement is still sound still the basis for resolution of the problem implementation which it involves 
as you know the complex task of moving assets sometimes do not cover all points that uh that become 
significant to one side or another mr secretary do you think that this whole process could possibly unravel 
and fall apart on this implementation hang up when you use the word possible i can imagine any horoscope 
but i think that this is doable and manageable uh but there are no guarantees as you know a final question 
was shouted over the crowd mr secretary will it all fall apart if you don't get an agreement by noon tomorrow 
musky's answer over his shoulder oh no it won't fall apart bernard called nbc news the state department it 
was just before five this morning when a tired-looking president carter appeared before reporters here at the 
white house to confirm what had been announced earlier in algeria we have now recent agreement with iran 
which will result i believe in the freedom of our american hostages but there was no joy in the president's 
voice he revealed that there were still a few more documents to be signed before money could change 
hands and the hostages released his aides meanwhile were optimistic predicting that a release any time 
before two this afternoon would give mr carter time to go to west germany to greet the hostages and return to 
washington for ronald reagan swearing in but the minutes became ours finally shortly before three press 
secretary jody powell announced that differences remain between iran and the u.s over how to implement 
the agreement and there wasn't enough time for the president to travel to europe and back by tuesday noon 
whatever happens the president will eventually go to greet the hostages because mr reagan today asked him 
to head up the welcoming group whenever 
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head up the welcoming group whenever it goes to west germany and despite the last minute snags top 
officials here say they are still optimistic that the hostages could be released by tomorrow morning judy 
woodruff nbc news the white house in any case ronald reagan has decided to keep some of president 
carter's experts on the hostages if the hostages aren't released before mr carter turns the oval office over to 
mr reagan at midday tomorrow iran put out some pictures of the hostages today pictures apparently 
designed to show that the americans are in good health more on that from george lewis the hostages were 


shown getting medical examinations including electrocardiograms according to reports from iran algerian 
doctors were asked to make sure the americans were fit to travel among those shown in the pictures marine 
sergeant john mckeel of balt springs texas philip ward of culpepper virginia stephen lauterbach of dayton 
ohio elizabeth ann swift of washington dc one of two women being held charles jones of detroit the only black 
among the hostages navy lieutenant commander robert engelman of hurst texas marine sergeant stephen 
curtly of little rock arkansas barry rosen of brooklyn new york and william keough of brookline massachusetts 
others were in a group having something to eat bert moore mount vernon ohio marine sergeant paul lewis 
homer illinois and marine sergeant kevin hermanning oak creek wisconsin the iranians would not say where 
the hostages were when they were photographed there was no sound with these pictures so we don't know 
what the americans were saying to the doctors when they finally do reach freedom the hostages will be given 
additional and much more thorough physical examinations george lewis nbc news the iranian hostage 
negotiator insisted today that iran had not acted out of weakness in the talks on the hostages 
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weakness in the talks on the hostages he said quote we managed to rub in the dirt the nose of the world's 
biggest oppressor and superpower american officials were equally insistent that there was no weakness on 
their side iran they say is not getting one dime of american money we'll have a report on what iran is getting 
after this as of this evening banks in the united states holding frozen iranian funds were still waiting for 
instructions on what to do with them the assets are to be put in an escrow account at the bank of england 
before the hostages are released but none of the banks has yet received word from the white house that the 
funds are unfrozen nor have the banks received instructions from iran on transferring the money to england 
mike jensen our business correspondent has more on this and on the terms of the agreement with iran by 
late today there had been no movement of most of the frozen iranian assets from the united states american 
bankers had no comment on iranian charges that they were delaying the hostage release with last minute 
demands one banker speculated that the iranians might be reacting to publish stories that the american 
bankers had made out very well in the negotiated agreement earlier today the carter administration 
distributed a document spelling out some of the terms of that agreement no dollar amounts and no mention 
of iran repaying the billions it had borrowed from american banks banking sources supplied the figures to nbc 
news 2.5 billion is to be turned over to iran by the federal reserve bank immediately gold securities and cash 
also immediately another four billion plus interest deposited with the foreign branches of american banks 
then within six months another billion dollars plus interest from the domestic branches of american banks 
and within thirty days after that four hundred million dollars worth of military equipment and five hundred 
million dollars in other assets held by american companies 
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american companies the us also pledges to withdraw all legal claims against iran revoke trade sanctions 
pledge non-interference and prevent transfer of the late shah's property in this country while iran tries to 
recover it we also agree to binding arbitration of financial disputes between iran and the us by an 
independent tribunal iran agrees to pay off about 3.6 billion dollars in outstanding loans and set up a half 
billion dollar security account to pay off claims both sides are getting a lot of what they wanted from this deal 
mike jensen nbc news new york the government of algeria has been the key factor in the negotiations with 
iran and there are algerian airplanes at tehran airport tonight ready to take the hostages out presumably to 
algeria in algiers american and algerian officials are still working on some last minute snags jim betterman 
filed this report from algiers warren christopher and the algerian intermediaries felt they had succeeded 
where dozens of others who attempted to solve the hostage crisis had failed this morning the deal appeared 
to be sealed for once the usually stern-faced christopher was smiling which i have a lot to smile about and 
much gratitude several times in brief remarks christopher thanked the algerian it was the algerian connection 
that brought success at a news conference after the initialing of the agreements an algerian foreign ministry 
spokesman spelled out the details and revealed that as many had suspected algeria will be more than a 
simple go-between it is algeria that will hold the money and thereby make sure that both sides comply with 


the terms of the deal the hostage transfer will probably take place in algiers after the current snag is cleared 
away which everyone here hopes is just a matter of hours jim bitterman nbc news algiers and in west 
germany american officials doctors psychiatrists and other technicians are waiting for the hostages 
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technicians are waiting for the hostages here are two reports on that part of the story the sun went down over 
an empty platform erected in haste this afternoon for the appearances of 52 released hostages and one 
retiring president preparations ending one more day of suspended expectations ranks of floodlights and 
banks of generators towed in and tested a man with a rolled up carpet it must be red wrapped against the 
rain a sign on a hangar dashed off by air force people who'd been ready for this welcome for a year ribbons 
round the white spruce trees and the president's advanced team on a tour of facilities that won't be used 
tonight may as well check it out anyway maybe he'll come after the inauguration if they come over there most 
of the air force has gone home for the night prepared together with the hospital staff at wiesbaden to prepare 
again tomorrow john hart nbc news reinman air force base many times before they have tied yellow ribbons 
on the trees this time they believed it was for real the wiesbaden air force hospital ready for 14 months 
waited yet another day to receive the hostages as they begin their transition back to normal life this was to 
have been the first of about seven days the hostages are expected to spend here with optimistic reports in 
the morning the hospital was sealed off heavy security began grounds were scanned with metal detectors 
and rooms where hostages will stay swept for listening devices some state department and medical teams 
are now in place excitement was high a military wives club baked cupcakes for the army of reporters and 
promised the hostages an all-american welcome our scout drew scott troop 311 is going to be here all the 
boys with their flags waving them in and this is a time for joy 
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joy yet tonight when the rescue planes did not take off from tehran airport the old anxiety began to return 
there were feelings of disappointment but not of despair james compton nbc news wiesbaden there is no 
word tonight about cynthia dwyer who is often called the 53rd hostage mrs dwyer is a freelance writer with 
three children and a husband in a suburb of buffalo she went to iran last spring to write with sympathy about 
the iranian revolution on the fifth of may she was accused of being an american spy and thrown into prison 
where she's been ever since separate negotiations are underway to secure her release while thinking about 
the hostages roger mudd our chief washington correspondent is in one of our inaugural anchor booths near 
the white house roger john for the past few days president-elect reagan has kept his distance from these 
hostage negotiations for both diplomatic and political reasons but today less than 24 hours before he takes 
over the government reagan made his first move bill lynch reports on reagan and the hostage story reagan 
was asleep when president carter made his pre-dawn announcement his staff had been told of the 
agreement with iran but decided not to awaken him he was informed when he got up at 7 15. after a briefing 
from his staff reagan telephoned mr carter they talked for six minutes then he gave reporters a typically 
cautious appraisal well i think all of us are feeling encouraged but still have our fingers crossed the president 
has been most gracious about keeping in touch and is going to as the hours go on here now so we'll be 
informed as he has been do you still feel nervous about saying anything yes well i think i think there will be a 
concern that all of us will feel until we know they're airborne and actually on their way and deal with the 
history of this whole 
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and deal with the history of this whole thing by early afternoon as the hostages remained in tehran reagan 
met with his cabinet to be he ordered creation of a task force under secretary of state designate haig to 
conduct whatever negotiations might be required after noon tomorrow reagan wants his own people on the 
task force plus carter officials among them deputy secretary of state christopher and experts from treasury 
justice defense and the white house but tonight it is not clear which of those officials might agree to remain 
reagan press secretary jim brady said that group will remain active for as long as it takes to end the crisis bill 


lynch nbc news at blair house there are still some uncertainties about the timing of the hostages return but it 
does look as though their release is at hand that their long confinement and the torment that their families 
have gone through is at last coming to an end we have a report on some of those families this evening 
prepared with the assistance of edwin newman to repeat this word has just been received from algiers that 
an agreement has now been signed to free the american hostages san diego early this morning the house of 
hostage richard moorfield [Music] it's a glorious feeling other hostage families felt the same way then that at 
long last it was over it's like having a baby yes that's right i i mean i am gary's mother and so this is sort of 
like a rebirth and it's a beginning to get that feeling of relief when you've carried something for so long it's 
been frightening it's been it hurts but it's all over and now it's just the anticipation of waiting for them to come 
home to come home to 
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for them to come home to come home to america the sun was shining brightly over globe this morning and 
for the first time in months jesse lopez was happy even singing i'll tell you a yellow ribbon around my 
mulberry tree oh we're so happy inside the house murray lopez was answering one phone call after another 
chaos yeah you wanted to be happy but you were afraid to i just started uh spilling all over the place but this 
this is it i'm happy right now when i put that yellow ribbon as elated as the lopez family is the jimmy is finally 
coming home they are still watching tv anxiously waiting for that first picture of him getting off the plane a free 
man don oliver nbc news globe arizona in waltham massachusetts church bells rang but they were not 
ringing in jubilation not yet lillian shirley has been playing them every day for almost 14 months ever since 
president carter asked for this way of remembering the hostages by this time doubts have begun creeping in 
nervousness worry in brooklyn new york mrs sarah rosen the mother of press attache barry rosen said the 
mounting tension and anticipation have been hard to endure the anxiety was there all the time but this time 
the anxiety was even worse it came up it came to some sort of head wandering and hoping will this be the 
time will this be the time that they're really going to be released the emotion she tried so hard to hold back 
came out when she saw today's film of the hostages being examined by algerian physicians her from texas 
and then she saw her son and baron rosen in monroe nbc news new york in hermitage pennsylvania flag 
number 443 went up today in the morning it looked as though it 
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in the morning it looked as though it would be the last flag by nightfall it looked like the predecessor to 444 
edwin newman nbc news [Music] this is an nbc news special report another delay here in washington is nbc 
news correspondent roger mudd good evening it now appears president carter spoke too soon the 52 
american hostages are still on the ground in iran and mr carter has canceled any immediate plans he had to 
fly to europe late this afternoon iran accused u.s banks of an underhanded maneuver to prevent iran from 
recovering any presently undiscovered frozen assets a spokesman at the u.s state department conceded 
that the whole package is not in place a white house spokesman denied knowledge of the iranian charge but 
warned that unless a true agreement were reached by noon tomorrow the reagan administration would be 
free to renege mike jensen nbc news business correspondent explains precisely what the iranian claim is 
about an underhanded maneuver what upset the iranians was an 11-page appendix to a basic agreement in 
which the united states returns eight or nine billion dollars worth of iranian assets and the iranians pay off 
their bank loans and release the hostages the american banks immediately denied that they were 
obstructionists citibank said the banks were not parties to any such appendix and pointed out that the 
negotiations are government to government one white house official said he didn't know what the iranians 
were talking about a banker in new york suggested that the iranians might be miffed because there's been a 
lot of publicity about what a good deal all this is for the american banks getting 100 cents to the dollar on a 
bunch of loans they thought they might 
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bunch of loans they thought they might never collect on the iranians said the 11 page appendix specifies that 
iran has to drop all claims that go beyond the basic money that's being returned even though the agreement 
announced today calls for arbitration of such claims all this came as a big surprise because things had been 
proceeding so smoothly everybody knew there were lots of documents backing up the main agreement but it 
was assumed that in terms of substance both the iranians and the americans had signed off on them given 
their approval so what do we make of this the american banks are obviously tough negotiators they've been 
pressing hard for the best possible deal and they've got a good one but it's hard to believe they try to slip 
something by at this stage if they got caught and it sounded the hostage release the american people would 
never forgive them so the negotiators in algiers the officials in washington the bankers in new york are 
waiting like all the rest of us to see what the iranians do next mike jensen nbc news new york there is no 
sense of panic or fear here in washington that the hostage agreement is flying apart but obviously there is 
some apprehension in algiers where deputy secretary of state warren christopher and his mission finally 
have a night off there is almost a studied indifference to the iranian charges jim bitterman reports if there is a 
hitch in the agreement nothing in algiers would indicate it the american embassy was deserted tonight after 
the days of lengthy negotiations warren christopher and members of his delegation went out for a dinner 
party together an embassy spokesman would not comment on reports coming out of tehran he would say 
only that there were no plans for any meetings between any members of the delegation and anyone at the 
foreign ministry at the foreign ministry the chief spokesman was unavailable one of his aides said that there 
would be no comment one way or another as for the iranian negotiators charges of subterfuge there were 
reports circulating in algiers earlier in the day that the delay in implementing the hostage exchange 
agreement was being caused not by centrifuge but by iran's failure to establish an escrow 
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iran's failure to establish an escrow account specified in today's signed agreement jim bitterman nbc news 
algiers we'll have a report from the white house on both incoming and outgoing presidents in just a moment 
[Music] well never thought i'd get hemorrhoids just what i need now that i drive a cab here try what i use 
preparation h you too anybody can get hemorrhoids especially people who sit a lot but preparation h often 
gives me fast temporary relief from occasional pain and itch sounds great even helps shrink swelling of 
tissues caused by inflammation i'll try it tips good this week yours was the best preparation h relieves pain an 
itch even helps shrink swelling i can't breathe you didn't take your contact did you and you're going to work 
today that's my man keep going charge you choose label says take this but only when you stay home take 
this and you'll need six for just today six or take this one little contact that settles it but what's this improved 
that's good means you'll get all their decongestant without their pain and cough things i'll phone you from the 
office contact is that keeps you going cold medicine hello president-elect ronald reagan said today he 
thought it inappropriate for him to fly to europe to welcome the hostages whenever they reached germany 
but he did ask the man he succeeds in about 12 hours to represent him judy woodruff reports from the white 
house the reagan people have been saying for the past couple of days that the only gracious thing to do 
under the circumstances would be to ask mr carter as a former president to lead the welcoming delegation to 
welcome the hostages at when they were released from iran that was the offer mr reagan made earlier today 
in the offer mr carter accepted this afternoon that was after it became clear that it would be impossible 
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would be impossible for mr carter to make the round trip to europe in time to get back to washington for the 
inauguration this has not only been mr carter's last full day in office it may also have been his most suspense 
filled beginning with the announcement just before 5 a.m that an agreement had been reached between the 
united states and iran after that it was a long wait until three in the afternoon when press secretary jody 
powell finally announced that disagreements remained that mr carter could not make the trip powell pointed 
out perhaps as a warning to iran that unless the agreement were completed in full it would not be binding on 
president reagan who could he said start the process all over again mr reagan told i am told tonight rather 
that officials by officials here in the white house who are involved closely in the details of the negotiating 
process that they have already begun to brief members of the incoming reagan administ administration and 


the official outlook here at the white house continues to be optimistic one official here said to me tonight yes 
the disagreement is over minor technical matters but it is important to the banks involved still he said uh as 
others have said over the past day or so he remains hopeful of a final resolution a release of the hostages by 
tomorrow morning judy just to change the subject this is as you know better than anyone the carter's last 
night in the white house as president what who's who's in the white house tonight well i don't think it's a 
secret anymore since the vice president uh announced it to the world yesterday but the carters did invite vice 
president mondale and mrs joan mondale to spend the night here tonight in the lincoln bedroom we know 
that president carter invited the members of his cabinet and his senior white house staff to a small party a 
cocktail party earlier tonight and that afterwards we were told that that the vice president and his wife and 
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that the vice president and his wife and the carter's dine together alone right now however we also know that 
mr carter is back in his office in the oval office in the west wing burning the midnight oil and perhaps that's 
characteristic of the jimmy carter presidency he was known as a man who worked long hours he was 
criticized for it but he's doing it here on his last night in washington thank you judy throughout the day officials 
at the state department tried to put the best face they could on the hostage situation their mood was one of 
caution but they played down the possibility that the problem delaying the hostage release was serious or 
significant in fact at one point early this afternoon the state department even denied there was a delay 
explaining instead that it was simply taking time to complete all the necessary steps bernard cal was at the 
department all day well roger the mood here is one of waiting waiting for iran waiting for warren christopher 
the top u.s negotiator in algiers to try to clear up what's still left on the agenda secretary muskie's top aides 
are still in their offices on the seventh floor here at the state department and it's one of those ironies of the 
day secretary muskee welcoming the agreement early this morning and in a reference to the hostages 
saying they will soon be free soon be home but by mid-afternoon when the hours and questions began piling 
up muskie was being asked whether it was possible that the whole thing could unravel when you use the 
word possible i can imagine any horror story but i think that this is doable and manageable but there are no 
guarantees as you know in this whole thing is it a problem on our side sir or on the iranian side it's a mutual 
problem and so the negotiations are continuing that right now yeah very much so they're acting there's active 
movement and discussion and in my judgment a will on both sides to resolve this problem was there an 
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to resolve this problem was there an awareness on the part of the administration last night that there could 
be what amounts to a last-minute uh delay abruptness uh halt whatever you want to call it uh i say that in the 
hour the hours run together so much that i'm not sure precisely when this particular problem arose quite 
some hours ago there's a feeling that it was a rather extreme oversight mr secretary the country having been 
brought to the verge of expecting a resolution of the crisis could you address that mr musky well i don't think 
so ii don't think it represents anything but another demonstration of the complexity of the matter and i think 
that's the way it will be perceived on all of the facts and you think it will be done sir i think it's managed that's 
still the feeling here at the state department tonight that it's manageable but as one source close to the whole 
negotiating process has put it it's like pulling fingernails roger the hostage story dominated the headlines and 
the radio and television news broadcast in many parts of the world throughout the day steve mallory in our 
london bureau tells us how it was reported in some western european capitals in great britain as well as the 
rest of europe the fate of the american hostages has been front page news europeans have followed the 
story closely since it began 14 months ago the latest developments dominated the british television 
newscasts the american hostages take their last meal in captivity the bbc's evening news was extended to 
provide extra time for reports from tehran washington wiesbaden and algiers their diplomatic correspondent 
summarized the major events of the crisis and speculated on possible effects on the prestige of the united 
states the iranians set out to humiliate the americans whether they did so will be 


00:44:00 (https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=M64-4cfspEl&t=2640s 





americans whether they did so will be argued over for a long time the hostage story wasn't played as 
prominently in west german newspapers but west german television featured reports from key cities and also 
extended its evening news broadcast to report the latest developments since the beginning of the crisis 
french newspaper and television reporters have covered the story extensively most of the evening newscast 
from paris concerned the american hostages president carter's statement on the agreement was translated 
into french subtitles the report also included an interview with the wife of a hostage john graves she speaks 
french the interest in the american hostage story in europe has also resulted in many news organizations 
deciding not to close their overnight operations as they usually would steve mallory nbc news london in a 
moment we'll be back with some pictures of the american hostages as they appear today and with a report 
on what will happen after they finally are released today began with every indication that the hostages would 
be released before dawn president carter announced agreement with iran had been reached there were 
reports this morning that the hostages had been taken to the airports and even stories that they had flown 
out of tehran those reports turned out not to be true of course and pictures were transmitted from iran 
showing the captives getting physical examinations presumably a final stop before their release lloyd dobbins 
in new york narrates those pictures of the hostages being examined the iranians asked algerian doctors to 
examine the hostages then had the medical test filmed without sound we could not hear what 22 year old 
marine corporal stephen kirkley or the others were saying only nine of the 52 americans appeared in the film 
including political officer elizabeth ann swift one of the two remaining women hostages the tests given to 
administrative officer philip ward and the others appear to be part of a standard physical 
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appear to be part of a standard physical the iranians say all of the hostages are in good health for 27 year 
old marine sergeant john mckeel jr an electrocardiogram probably was not as necessary as it might be for 
some of the older hostages such as fifty-year-old william f keogh a school superintendent he was visiting 
from pakistan when the mob overran the embassy in iran charles jones jr a communications officer is the 
only black among the hostages the others were released fairly soon after the takeover and why he was not 
has never been explained stephen lauderback worked at the embassy in administrative maintenance he is 
one of the younger non-military hostages lauderback is 29 and the doctors reported he's in good health 
robert engelman is one of the senior military personnel among the hostages he's a navy lieutenant 
commander the beard was grown during the 14 months he's been held press attache barry rosen said once 
he was ill these doctors said he wasn't and authorities say the hostages problems are more likely to be 
mental than physical lloyd dobbins nbc news today's developments were another disappointment to the 
small army of doctors and state department officials awaiting the hostages in frankfort there is nothing to do 
now but wait john hart reports to tell the truth this is not the place to come for news tonight because this 
place along with everywhere else is waiting for the news as it was all day long there were some preparations 
the scraping of snow off of the tarmac near this tower there were yellow ribbons tied around trees here at the 
air base at the hospital there were welcoming signs there were arrivals of advanced teams of doctors 
advanced teams of advancement for the president nothing happened as you know and tonight we are again 
along with everyone else at the end of one more day the 443rd day of waiting 
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one more day the 448rd day of waiting this is john hart nbc news at reinman air force we'll be back in a 
moment with the reaction of some hostage families to today's developments the small western pennsylvania 
town of hermitage woke up to the bright cheerful news about the hostages hostages this morning each day 
that town had raised a new flag for the captive americans it had hoped that after today there would be no 
more denise baker was in hermitage today the rows of flags at hillcrest cemetery stretch for almost a quarter 
mile there is a flag for each day of the hostages captivity a poignant reminder of just how long they have 
been away there was another flag raising ceremony today the people who came here had hoped this one the 
443rd was the last the prayers of 200 million people have been answered the hostages are coming home 
and all i can say is it's about time but as the ceremony concluded this afternoon with no word of a release 
plans were made to raise another flag tomorrow and more if necessary until the hostages are on their way 


home denise baker nbc news hermitage pennsylvania [Music] for more than 14 months the families of the 
hostages have been living under almost unbearable strain their hopes raised one week and then crushed the 
next this morning those hopes were raised to perhaps their highest point but still another day is ending in 
disappointment for the hostages families robert hager spent the day with one family in rest in virginia for a 
while today bonnie graves allowed herself to believe her husband john might really be coming home this time 
her son alan and his girlfriend watched the bulletins on tv another son martin had driven 12 hours 
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another son martin had driven 12 hours to join the family for these final days of waiting then a report the 
hostages might already be airborne from tehran brought a yell of joy well it's one report but it turned out to be 
a false report the hostages were nowhere close to leaving the united states government is waiting alan 
wondered if it could all be a hoax but bonnie graves said no the family should be encouraged it's the most 
optimistic moment that i've known since november 4th 1979 the date the hostages were taken whenever 
they are released the graves family objects to the government's plan to hold the hostages so long for 
observation and debriefing well i'm very apprehensive i think that there's as much potential for evil as there is 
uh for good in in too much psychiatric examination and and and questioning uh we just have to hope that it is 
for the good uh and the you know myself as far as that goes i think i'm sure that afterwards uh i think it's 
important that as soon as possible that we should get back together in and get working on the ongoing 
process of our life the more normal life becomes rapidly i think the better it will be for for for uh certainly for 
us i would think for other families and this time bonnie graves says she'll be doing no celebrating until she 
hears the hostages are airborne and out of iranian airspace robert hager nbc news reston virginia since the 
hostages were seized 14 months ago the american press and television have concentrated on their families 
unable as the media has been to report directly on the hostages some of the families have begun to resent 
the attention one has started to charge money for being interviewed but most of them have endured our 
harsh lights and inconveniences and inaccuracies with good grace and patience 
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patience one of them is mrs dorthea moorfield of san diego whose husband richard was the u.s consul 
general in tehran we've assembled assembled a series of excerpts from the stories nbc news has done on 
mrs moorfield starting just two weeks after her husband was taken hostage and continuing through today 
what goes through your mind when you listen to the news reports about the hostages fear more than 
anything else and i see them pictures of them being blindfolded i haven't seen my husband in those but my 
heart aches for them the more fields say they also have learned to temper their reactions more over the past 
two months to the stories coming out of iran now we tend to be very doubtful of even the encouraging ones 
because we don't want our hopes to build up again this is dorothea morefield whose hostage husband 
richard is one of the top officials in the iran embassy feels now that his release is imminent though the family 
was disappointed president carter couldn't confirm that during his news conference yesterday now it does 
become apparent in iran the elected officials the appointed officials don't have the power to enforce their 
decisions mrs moorfield became hungry for details for any clues about how the aborted rescue mission could 
affect her husband ain't dead after the state department called she started a familiar ordeal calling her 
husband's relatives mrs moorfield and her children are planning for the day her husband returns they're 
making home movies so that richard moorfield may one day see the water fight between sons dan and 
kenneth or daughter betsy swimming or son stephen's roller skating but dorothea moorfield hasn't the 
slightest idea when she will see her husband again and in his last letter she says even richard has lost his 
optimism 
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richard has lost his optimism mrs moorfield stayed up late last night hoping that the iranian parliament would 
decide when to release the hostages her family hosted a group of reporters hanging around her house 
waiting for news reporting that there wasn't any oh well of course we can't return the show's wealth we don't 


have it her living room was crammed with reporters watching her see president carter on tv though she's 
optimistic mrs moorfield says she's had so many ups and downs about her husband's captivity that she's 
become very cautious what they've come up with now is not negotiations it's blackmail pure and simple that's 
how dorothea moorfield feels about the 24 billion dollar price tag the iranian government has put on the 
release of the 52 hostages oh when we get the pictures of that plane leaving then then if up until then 
anything could go wrong it can fall apart it can you know until then we're not sure we don't know word has 
just been received from algiers that an agreement has now been signed to free the american hostages now 
in their 423rd day of captivity in iran oh my god so to review the bidding on the 52 american hostages still on 
the ground in tehran number one the agreement president carter announced early this morning still is not set 
mr carter himself has canceled any immediate plans to fly to europe however the incoming president ronald 
reagan has asked mr carter to represent him when the need arises and mr carter has agreed to fly to europe 
when needed the iranians claim that american banks tried an underhanded maneuver to deny iran any claim 
to any undiscovered frozen assets the city bank in new york says the so-called underhanded maneuver is 
actually an 11-page appendix that was 
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is actually an 11-page appendix that was part of the agreement signed by the u.s and iran citibank said 
american banks had nothing to do with that 11-page appendix the white house has denied knowledge of any 
underhanded appendices but the state department admits there are some burrs under iran's saddle and in 
tehran tonight the iranian negotiator nabavi has just told iran radio quote we are still working on an 
agreement at this hour and finally it appears the next break will have to wait for the dawn in tehran all of 
which means it now appears highly unlikely that the american hostages will be airborne until after ronald 
reagan is sworn in tomorrow at noon i'm roger mudd nbc news washington good night 


END 


